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Ubat kuat, sendi paling banyak!

JKN Pahang rampas ubat tak berdaftar, kosmetik tak bernotifikasi berjumlah RM3.2 juta sejak 2018

Oleh Asrol Awang
am@hmetro.com.my

Kuantan

v ejurnlah RM3.2 juta ni-

Slai rampasan memba-
bitkan ubat tidak ber-

daftar dan kosmetik tidak
bernotifikasi di Pahang dari
2018 hingga 12 Jun lalu.

Pengarah Jabatan kesiha-
tan Negeri (JKN) Pahang Da-
tuk Nor Azimi Yunus ber-
kata, sepanjang tempoh itu,
nilai rampasan tertinggi
vang direkodkan tahun lalu
berjumlah RMi.2 juta.

Katanya, dalam serbuan
terbaru pada 12 Jun lalu, se-
jumlah RM193,000 nilai ubat
tidak berdaftar dan kosme-
tik tidak bernotifikasi di-
rampas di dua premis, ma-
sing-masing satu premis di
Kuantan dan Temerloh.

“Berdasarkan laporan, ke-
banyakan ubat tidak berdaf-
tar yang dirampas ialah ubat
kuat dan ubat sendi mana-
kala kosmetik tidak berno-
tifikasi pula lebih kepada ke-
cantikan wajah.

“Serbuan yang dilakukan
JKN Pahang melalui Cawa-

NOR Azimi (tengah) menunjukkan a
bernotifikasi pada sidang media pel

ngan Penguatkuasaan Far-
masi (CPF) untuk memas-
tikan masyarakat tidak mem-
beli-ubat dan kosmetik tanpa
kelulusan Kementerian Kesi-
hatan Malaysia (KKM).

“Kita bimbang pengguna-
an ubat tidak berdaftar dan
kosmetik tidak bernotifikasi

menyebabkan kesan sampi-
ngan kepada pengguna,” ka-
tanya pada sidang media se-
lepas melancarkan inisiatif
Sahabat Ubat Pahang (Sobat
Pahang) di ibu pejabat JKN
Pahang, di sini semalam.
Sobat Pahang adalah pu-
sat sehenti untuk memu-

plikasi Sobat Pahang dan sebahagian sampel ubat dan kosmetik tidak berdaftar serta Lidai(
ancaran inisiatif Sobat Pahang di ibu pejabat JKN Pahang, semalam.

dahkan orang awam menya-
lurkan aduan ke CPF Pahang
serta miendapatkan maklu-
mat berkenaan ubat berdaf-
tar dan kosmetik bernoti-
fikasi.

Nor Azimi berkata, Sobat
Pahang dilengkapi dengan
fungsi semakan status pen-

daftaran ubat dan notifikasi
kesmetik di pautan Quest 3+.

Katanya, masyarakat boleh
menyemak ketulenan holog-
ram di pautan Farmache-
cker, status kelulusan iklan
ubat di pautan www.phar-
macy.gov.my/kkliu.

“Orang ramai boleh me-

Berdasarkan laporan,
kebanyakan ubat tidak
berdaftar yang dirampas
ialah ubat kuat dan ubat
sendi manakala
kosmetik tidak
bernotifikasi pula lebih
kepada kecantikan
wajah”

Nor Azimi

nyalurkan maklurhat aduan
di pautan Salurkan Maklu-
mat Anda dan -Sistem Pe-
ngurusan Aduan Awam (Sis-
PAA) serta maklumat kese-
daran berkaitan ubat ber-
daftar dan kosmetik di
pautan Facebook, TikTok,
Twitter dan Instagram.

“Orang awam hanya perlu
mengimbas kod QR untuk
mengakses pautan Sobat Pa-
hang. Kod QR ini diedarkan
di premis farmasi komuniti
dan klinik perubatan swasta
dan akan diperluaskan eda-
ran ke seluruh Pahang," ka-
tanya.
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Ubat tidak berdaftar
bernilai RM3 juta dirampas

KUANTAN — Sebanyak 114,430
ubat tidak berdaftar dan
kosmetik tidak bernotifikasi
bernilai  kira-kira RM3 juta
dirampas Jabatan Kesihatan
Negeri Pahang dari tahun 2018
hingga 2022,

Pengarah Kesihatan negeri,
Datuk Dr. Nor Azimi Yunus
berkata, rampasan melibatkan
serbuan ke atas 382 premis
dalam tempoh berkenaan,

“Turut dirampas peranti di-
gital seperti komputer peribadi,
komputer riba dan telefon bim-
bit yang digunakan medium un-
tuk memasarkan produk.

“Rampasan tertinggi dire-
kodkan pada 2023, sebanyak
RML2 juta,” katanya pada si-
dang akhbar selepas melan-

DR. NOR AZIMI (tengah) m
dirampas di Kuantan semalam,

carkan inisiatif Sahabat Ubat
Pahang (Sobat) di sini semalam,
Menurutnya Jabatan Kesiha-
tan melalui Cawangan Penguat-
kuasaan Farmasi (CPF Pahang)
akan akan terus menjalankan
bPemantauan dan serbuan ke
atas penjual ubat tidak berdaf-
tar di negeri berkenaan.
Katanya, dalam serbuan

terbaharu 12 Jun lalu, pelba

Bai ubat tidak berdaftar dan
kosmestik tidak bernotifikasi
bernilai RM193,000 dirampas
di Kuantan dan Temerloh,

Katanya, Sobat Pahang
adalah pusat sehenti bagi me-
mudahkan orang awam me-
nyalurkan aduan  berkaitan
ubat berdaftar dan komestik
bernotifikasi.

enunjukkan ubat tidak berdaftar yang
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GEG* KKM kcql kawalan
~ penggunaan rokok, vupe
A serentqk
‘ .KUALA LUMPUR : quok terlebih
- Kementerian "ﬁ ulu kemudian
* Kesihatan Malaysia teruskan kepada
- (KKM) akan  vape dan ada pan-
‘mengkaji cada- ~dangan yang ber-
ngan supaya ka- cadang untuk GEG
walan pengguriaan 5 ~ diadakan secara
rokok dan rokok & erentak.
elektronik dijalan- ~ “KKM  akan
 ka secara seren- - sedavaupﬂvauntuk
alui dasar ~memastikan segala
| Generasi Penamat pandangan ahli
(GE’G) i __ Parlimen diambil
]1rniaalan Men— berat. Antara per- -

' tori berkenaan, Lukanlsman

Awang Sauni berkata, pihaknya

mengambil maklum pandangan
i yﬁiﬂk kemukakan semua
4 elum Rang Undang-
undang Kawalan Produk
. Merokok Demi Kesihatan
; gwamzczaﬁnmulakan pada
BT

. “Ada beberapa perkara lagi.

tenmng (peruntukan dalam
“rang undang-undang melibat-
~ kan) khidmat masyarakat dan
i review berkenaan tentang GEG
{erhadap produk vape... ada
| pandangan rang ‘undang-
' undang itu pada dasarnya akan
mewujudkan generasi penamat

kara yang dftekankan di
Parlimen adalah kompaun yang
terlalu rendah, hanya sekitar
RM500 berbanding dengan
cadangan asal RM5,000 dan
kini kompaun sedia ada pada
peringkat RM1,000,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian ke-
tika menjawab soalan
tambahan Senator Datuk Lim

PayHen mengenai kagusaran 4

yang menyababkan ran
: undang—mdang!m tidak dapal
diluluskan di Dewan Rakyat

barubsfuimn‘mm‘ke-

pada Jawatankuasa Pilihan

Khas (JKPK) Kesihatan
Parlimen. - Bernama
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Gaji doktor tidak
setimpal kepakaran

Oleh AHMAD FADHLULLAH ADNAN
dan MOHD. FADHLI MOHD. SULAIMAN
utusannews@mediamulia commy

PETALING JAYA: Pendapatan yang tidak
setimpal dengan kepakaran dan beban
tugas punca ramai dalam kalangan pega-
wai perubatan enggan mendalami bi-
dang menjadi doktor pakar.

Bercakap kepada Utusan Malaysia,
Presiden Pertubuhan Doktor-doktor
Islam Malaysia (Perdim), Dr. Boi Saidi
Abdul Razak berkata, gaji doktor pakar
dalam perkhidmatan awam tidak ber-

Punca ramai
pegawai perubatan
enggan jadi pakar

sandar kepada kecekapan individu, teta-
pilebih bergantung kepada gred.
Katanya, apa yang lebih mengecewa-
kan bagi golongan itu adalah kenaikan
gred dan pangkat dibuat mengikut keka-
nanarn seseorang pegawai perubatan itu.

“Oleh itu mereka yang melanjutkan
pelajaran di luar negara lebih berminat
berkhidmat di negara mereka belajar dan
enggan balik ke Malaysia disebablan
elaun, gaji dan fasiliti yang lebih mem-
berangsangkan.

“Apabila- pulang ke Malaysia pula,
kebanyakan masuk ke (perkhidmatan
kesihatan) swasta yang mana gajinya
lebih tinggi berbanding kerajaan yang
bergantung kepada gred dan kasta ke-
kananan.

Bersambung di muka 2
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Gaji doktor tidak
setimpal kepakaran

Darimuka1

“Palar di swasta lebih fleksi-
bel (berbanding pakar di kera-
jaan) tugas yang banyak, isu
penempatan tugas di merata-
rata tempat, jadi semua perkara
ini yang membuat pegawai pa-
kar kecewa dengan sistem kera-
jaan,” katanya ketika dihubungi
di sini, semalam.

Gaji pegawai perubatan pa-
kar pada gred UD52 bermula
RM5,000 lebih sebulan sehing-
ga kadar maksimum RM12,000
tidak termasuk elaun, namun
terpaksa berdepan dengan pe-
sakit yang ramai dan isu-isu ke-
kananan.

Di sektor perubatan swas-
ta, gaji doktor pakar bermula
RM50,000 sehingga mencecah
RM100,000 bergantung kepada
jumlah pesakit dan kepakaran
yang dimiliki.

Bagi mengatasi masalah
kekurangan doktor pakar di
hospital awam, Boi Saidi men-
yarankan, kerajaan menawar-
kan inisiatif untuk menarik
pakar berkhidmat di sistem
kesihatan awam.

“Yang ada pastikan mereka
tidak letak jawatan dan tarik
mereka (panggil balik) vang
berkhidmat di luar negara,” je-
lasnya.

Kelmarin akhbar ini mela-
porkan, Malaysia hanya mem-
punyai 6,985 pakar perubatan
yang berkhidmat di kira-kira 70
hospital daripada 145 hospital
kerajaan di seluruh negara.

Kekurangan doktor pakar
itu melibatkan pelbagai bidang

Sumber manusia
memang tidak
cukup. Sebab

itu ada hospital
kerajaan langsung
tiada pakar.

Jadi, kita periu
menggalakkan lebih
ramai menyambung
pengajian

ke peringkat
Kepakaran”

LEE BOON CHYE

antaranya pakar kardiotorasik
(jantung), - onkologi (kanser),
perubatan  paliatif (kanser),
perubatan geriatrik (penyakit
orang tua), neurosurgeri (otak),
obstetrik (sakit puan) dan gine-
kologi serta psikiatri.

Semakan juga mendapati
terdapat lebih 60 hospital kera-
jaan tiada doktor pakar dan
kebanyakannya di luar bandar
dan pedalaman.

Sementara itu, bekas Timba-+
lan Menteri Kesihatan, Dr. Lee
Boon Chye berkata, kerajaan juga
perlu menilai semula kuota Had-
iah Latihan Persekutuan (HLP)
jika mencukupi untuk doktor pe-
rubatan melanjutkan pelajaran
ke peringkat kepakaran.

“Sumber manusia memang
tidak cukup. Sebab itu ada hos-
pital kerajaan langsung tiada
pakar. Jadi, kita perlu meng-
galakkan lebih ramai menyam-
bung pengajian ke peringkat
lkepakaran.

“Bagaimanapun, peluang
itu harus bermula dari lkerajaan
dengan menawarkan HLP. Ka-
takan sekarang ada 1,000 HLP
diberi, lihat semula jika tawaran
ini cukup. Jika tidak, maka per-
lu dikaji semula,” katanya.

Menurut Boon Chye; keba-
nyaklan doktor pakar khusus-
nya melibatkan hospital kera-
jaan lebih tertumpu di Lembah
Klang manakala jumlah itu di
Sabah dan Sarawak dilihat “le-
bih mencabar’.

Beliau berkata, untuk itu

, kerajaan perlu mengambil kira

kawasan terpencil yang bukan
sahaja memerlukan khidmat
doktor pakar malah fasiliti ke-
sihatan yang moden.

Beliau yang juga pakar kardi-
otorasik berkata, isu kekuran-
gan doktor pakar di hospital
kerajaan berlaku di seluruh
dunia, namun paling penting
adalah bagaimana kerajaan
menggunakan tenaga sumber
manusia secara optimum dan
tidak ‘membazirkan’ bakat
tempatan.

“Apabila kerajaansudah men-
genal pasti jumlah doktor pakar
yang diperlukan untuk bertugas
di hospital, dari situ mudah un-
tuk mereka digerakkan bertugas
di mana-mana hospital kerajaan
terutama yang masih tiada pa-
kar,” ujarnya.
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menetap di ibu negara selepas
berjaya menjejaki warisnya di
- Siimatera:

bu negara, - y
Sementara itu, pada 19
Jun lalu, Kedutaan Indonesja

mengeluarkan surat menyerah-

kan kematian lelaki berkenaan

urusans

ot auemmm

~ kepada H Kajang untuk  jika hari ini
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Covid-19; gelombang haba
punca demam, selesema

Oleh FAHMI FAIZ
ulusannews@mediamulia com my

PETALING JAYA: Kes-kes de-
mam, batuk dan selesema yang
menular sekarang berpunca dua
faktor iaitu kemungkinan jang-
kitan Covid-19 serta gelombang
haba.

Bercakap kepada Utusan Ma-
laysia, Pakar Kesihatan Komu-
niti Fakulti Perubatan Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM),
Prof, Dr. Sharifa Ezat Wan Puteh
berkata, silkap masyarakat
yang memandang ringan wa-
bak Covid-19 dan mengabaikan
SOP mungkin mengakibatkan

seseorang itu dijangkiti wabak
tersebut tanpa disedari.

Justeru menurut beliau, tidak
mengejutkan apabila kini ber-
laku peningkatan kes selesema,
demam dan batuk yang meru-
pakan simptom Covid-19.

“Sejak April 2021 kita sudah
ambil ringan dan mengambil
Covid-19 sebagai satu endemik.
Kita sudah tidak pakai pelitup
muka, kita juga sudah meng-
anggap terpaksa hidup bersama
dengan wabak Covid-19. )

“Maka, walaupun sekararg
kita ada Covid-19 yang mung-
kin mendorong batuk dan sel-
esema, kita mungkin terpaksa

meneruskan kehidupan dengan
Covid-19.

“Jadi, ramai yang mungkin
ada (terkena jangkitan) tapi kita
tiada simptom teruk dan tidak
menganggap ia satu simptom
Covid-19. Kita juga tak periksa,
maka kita tak tahu berapa ban-
yal kes-kés Covid sekarang;” ka-
tanya di sini, semalam.

Sharifa Ezat berkata, feno-
mena suhu panas yang melanda
negara juga merupakan faktor
peningkatan kes‘demam, batuk
dan selesema.

“Kes batuk dan selesema
sekarang ini juga mungkin aki-
bat fenomena kepanasan’ yang.

dipanggil gelombang haba. Ini
menyebabkan ramai batuk dan
selesema serta rengsa di tekak.

“Ini selalunya kes-kes yang
sedikit ini tidak memerlu-
kan seseorang itu masuk wad.
Bagaimanapun dalam kes begini
ada juga kes batuk, selesema
dan demam yang teruk” kata-
nya.

Justeru, katanya masyarakat
perlu peka dengan tahap kesiha-.
tan masing-masing dan segera
mendapatkan rawatan jika me-
nunjukkan jangkitan teruk se-
perti influenza, demam campak
disusuli batuk serta keradangan
tonsil.
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‘Ranjau berliku’ 147km jumpa

Oleh SURAIDAH ROSLAN
utusannews@mediamulia com my

KOTA KINABALU: Berulang-alik
mendapatkan rawatan susulan
di Hospital Queen Elizabeth
(HQE) sudah menjadi rutin bagi
Asneh Bakri, 68, selepas men-
jalani pembedahan kanser ‘ra-
him kira-kira 10 tahun lalu.
Pesakit yang tinggal jauh di
pedalaman Sabah itu terpaksa
menaiki kenderaan sejauh 147
kilometer dari Tenom ke HQE,
Kota Kinabalu untuk janji temu
dengan doktor pakar.
Menurutnya selepas menjala-
ni pembedahan’ pada 2013, dia
terpaksa ke Kota Kinabalu sekali
dalam tempoh sebulan untuk
rawatan susulan dan berjumpa
doktor pakar. Rutin rawatan su-
sulan setiap bulan itu berteru-
san selama tempoh setahun.
Selepas itu, rawatan susulan
menjadi sekali dalam tempoh
tiga bulan dan sekarang, sekali
dalam tempoh enam bulan.
Menurut Asneh, biarpun janji
temu dengan doktor pakar tidalc
* sekerap dahulu namun masih
ada kos pengangkutan dan
penginapan yang perlu ditang-

R\

e
e

/e - o1 i =
HOSPITA
gung.

“Biasanya suami saya akan
memandu kerana kami mem-
punyai kenderaan sendiri, jadi
pergerakan agak mudah untuk
ke hospital.

“Tetapi kos minyak sahaja
mencecah RM100 bagi perjala-
nan yang mengambil masa lebih

L Tenom yang terletak kira kira 107 kilometer perjalanan

R

dua jam,” katanya kepada Utu-
san Malaysia.

Aseh berkata, mereka bukan
hanya perlu fikirkan kos perjala-
nan tetapi juga risiko keselama-
tan sepanjang perjalanap kerana
laluan dari Tenom ke Kgta Kina-
balu berbukit bukau.

Katanya, sekiranya Hospi-

dari Kota Kinal

balu.

tal Tenom mempunyai doktor
pakar maka pesakit yang perlu
rawatan susulan  sepertinya
tidak perlu lagi ke hospital di
Kota Kinabalu mahupun di Ke-
ningau.

Sementara itu, Ketua Kam-
pung Gelam-Gelam di Pulau
Bum Bum Semporna, Mohd.

pakar

Yunus Madjirin berkata, tinggal
di kawasan pulauy yang hanya
dilengkapi dengan klinik kesi-
hatan menyebablan penduduk
di pulau itu meredah lautan ber-
gelora untuk ke hospital daerah
mahupun ke Hospital Tawau.

Katanya, biarpun fasiliti kesi-
hatan di Hospital Semporna su-
dah bertambah baik berbanding
10 tahun dahulu namun hospi-
tal itu masih tidak mempunyai
doktor pakar, =

Maka sekiranya pesakit ingin
bertemu doktor pakar, mereka
perlu ke Hospital Tawau yang
terletak kira-kira 107 kilometer
atau sejam perjalanan.

“Mungkin sudah tiba masa
untuk Kementerian Kesihatan
menempatkan doktor-doktor
pakar di hospital yang berada di
kawasan luar bandar bagi mem-
bolehkan rakyat menerima ke.
mudahan kesihatan yang lebih
baik.

“Pada masa sama, kemuda-
han Klinik Kesihatan Pulan Bum
Bum juga perlu dinaik taraf agar
dapat memberi kemudahan kesi-
hatan yang lebih baik kepada
penduduk di 58 buah kampung
di pulau berkenaan,” katanya.
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Families tell of how they s_ave%:I

By MAHADHIR MONIHULDIN
mahadhir@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Former nurse
Jenny Ursula Peter James had
registered as a donor and
told her family and friends.
about it.

When she was 33, Jenny, the
third of five siblings, suffered a
brain haemorrhage and went
into a coma on April 4. She
was declared brain dead the
next day. e

Her family then agreed to
donate her corneasto two patients
who were urgenily in need.

Her sister Mar gln, 40, said the
doctors asked if the family was

willing to donate her healthy
organs to help save lives.

“Our family sat down to discuss
it and decided to go ahead. We felt
that it would not only save lives;
part of her would still be alive,”
she said.

“I think we made the right deci-
sion, I believe she would be -

proud.” : :
Tan Jian Wei, 31, was a con-
struction worker who was killed
when a lorry hit his motorcycle
while he was travelling from
Kuala Lumpur to Petaling Jaya on
Feb 18.
He, too, had pledged to donate
his organs. 3
The family donated his organs

A dire need
for organ

donation

Some 9,000 kidney patients on
the waiting list for transplants

By TEH ATHIRA YUSOF. !
tehathirayusof@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: There are
9.070 kidney patients who are
waiting for an organ transplant,
according to the National
Transplant Resource Centre
(NTRC).

As at May this year, only 31
people had had organ transplants
~-and that includes liver, heart
and other transplants. There is an
acute need for organ donors in
the country.

According to the NTRC, kidney
patients make up the highest per-
~ centage of those needing organ
transplants. They make up 9,070
of the 9,097 on the waiting list,

Of that number, 8,833 patients
are adults needing kidneys
and 237 are paediatric kidney
pa%'ﬁnts. Al

e remaining patients i
for organ transplants include 11
liver patients (nine adults and
two children), 14 heart patients
and two heart and lung patients.

NTRC deputy director Dr Hasdy
Haron said it is essential to identi-

fy individuals who have commit- -

ted to donating their organs.
Some fall through the cracks, as
it is not known that they pledged
their organs.
“Based on a previous study by
the NTRC, we missed out on
almost 3,000 potential donors

because we were not able to
detect them earlier,” he told
The Star.

“We have reminded hospital
staff and our team to ask relatives
if their family members wha
were declared cardiac or brain
dead had pledged their organ

donors, so we will not miss an.

opportunity to save. lives,” he
said. - :

He said there are also plans to
develop an information system
where public hospitals  can

* track the donor status of an indi-

vidual. However, he acknowl-

edged that the mechanism must

ggdress the confidentiality of the
nors,

“The trend of cadaveric organ
donation over the last five years is
not enough. The annual trend for
organ donation is only around 30
to 40. 4

“We are receiving
number of pledges, ri
to thousands every month.”

As at May, the centre had
received 15,521 active pledges for
cadaveric organ donation for this
L A

It is understood that kidney
patients can wait up to 10 years
for transplants, unlike other
organ transplant patients, thanks
to dialysis. :

Another setback on organ
donation, Dr Hasdy said, is the
refusal by family members to

a_steady

after he was pronounced brai
dead after the accident. Tm
His elder brother, Jun How,
36, said his brother was rushed
to the
Medical Centre (PPUM) but was
ronounced brain dead a day
ter. 3
His brother had pledged to
donate his corneas and kidneys,
“There  were immediate
recipients for the two kidneys and
corneas, which was fortunate
because corneas only have a two-
week deadline,” he said, i
He added that his younger

brother never drank or smoked -

and spent most of his time work-
ing at construction sites.

The number of patients waiting for transplant

from cadaveric organ donors

9,097
number of
patients on

waiting list for
transplant from | !
cadaveric organ |

danors i

Universiti Malaya -

1o live,

lives

“He had twa wishes in life: the
first was to buy a house and the
second was to find a girlfriend
and get married.

“While he achieved his first
dream, he will never be able to
attain the second,” he said.

According to Jun How; doctors
successfully performed surgery to
remove his brother’s corneas and
Kkidneys on Feh 20.

Both Jun How and Marilyn
hoped that the stories of their sib-
lings would encourage more
Malaysians to register as organ
donars. :

They said they want to help
peoplewho reallyneed the organs

Kidney patients
8,833

(adults)

237

(paediatric)

:
r

Statistics of organ donation and transplantation

- |
; i 14
9 ‘
(acliults) o lungs patient

(paediatric) | patients

in Malaysia (a5 of (via
15,521 31 363,383
total number of active | total number of actual total number of
organ donor pledgers | deceased donorsas | active organ donor
(as of May 2023) oif May 2023 pledgers since 1997
2 i
. 2,898 830 2,623
total number of “total number of total number of
transplant surgeries actual deceased organ and tissues
 since 1997 _ donors since 1976 | donated since 1976
i gavmy/ TieStargraphics
consent to organ donation Jom Ikrar, Jom Bincang and Let's
because they had not been Talk through which pledgers can

informed earlier.

. According to the National
Transplant Procurement
Management (NTPM), refusal|to
consent is the second highest rea-
son for failed organ dona
since 2001 through May 24
year.

“It is hest for individuals to dis-
cuss with family members
pledging as organ donors.

“While there is no consent
needed to pledge as a donor for
those above 18, we have remind-
ed those who pledged to discuss
the matter with their families,” he
said. :

Dr Hasdy said there are pro-
gramumes by the NTRC such as

inform and discuss with their
families, £

MySejahtera’s new feature for
the public to register as organ
donors last year also allows for
the next of kin to be informed of a |
person’s decision to become a
danor.

“This is important for both
those who pledged and their fam-
ilies, as it is still a sensitive topic,

On the other hand, there are |
also families who donate the
organs of relatives who had
passed on without pledging to he
donors.

“In fact, less than 20% of our
actual cadaveric donors are regis-
tered as pledgers,” said Dr Hasdy.

Victims of
investment
scams give
more reports
to SSM

KUALA LUMPUR; Over 100 vic-
tims who lost over, RMimil to
scammers running bogus invest-
ment schemes have provided fur-
ther statements to the Companies
Commission of Malaysia (SSM) for
it to investigate companies sus-
g;ﬁgd of embezzlement and
ud.

Representing the victims,
Malaysian International Humani-
tarian  Organisation (MHO)
secretary-general Datuk
Hishamuddin Hashim said he
hoped that the additional state-
ments would help 55M,

According to him, there have
been no arrests since the com-
plaints were filed last March,

“With reference to Section 27A
of the SSM Act, which provides for
enforcement and investigative
powers, the registrar (SSM chief
executive officer) shall have all
the powers of a police officer in -
all matters provided for in the
proceedings.

“This means that the SSM has
the power of arrest. They have
police powers. You do not have to
wait for the police. S5M has the
authority to make arrests in cases
where an investment scheme is
not registered under the Interest
Schemes Act 2012, he told a press
conference at Menara SSM @
Sentral here yesterday, Bernama
reported.

According to Hishamuddin,
company directors who operate
investment schemes without
registering with the SSM under
the Interest Schemes Act may he
subject to a maximum fine of
RMS50 million or a jail term of up
to 10 years.

This is the third step taken by
the scam victims after they lodged
reports with the police and

‘| Securities Commission in March

and April respectively, he said,

Most of the victims admitted
that they became interested in the
investment schemes after the
companies used the names of
celebrities, royals, former govern-
ment officials and religious
figures who were later found not
to be involved in the schemes.

A father of a famous athlete,
who wished to remain anony-
mous, said he lost RM150,000

-after believing’ that the invest-

ment scheme was a product of a
local bank.

“The representative who intro-
duced me to the scheme with
returns of up to 6% per month
was actually a bank employee. I
only received the bonus for the
first three months and to this day,
I have not received any money,”
he said.
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Federal COI.II‘t clears the air for all

Many laud court’s decnsnon call for indoor smoking ban to be strictly enforced

By MARTIN CARVALHO
and MAHADHIR MONIHULDIN
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING ]AYA The govem—
ment’s indoor smoking ban
should now be strictly enforced,
say non-smokers, restaurateurs
and health after the
Federal Court out a case
challenging the Iaw. 4

While they suppnrted ‘the ban,
eatery owners urged the govern-
ment to review penalties imposed
on restaurants where smokers

- were caught flouting the law.

Malaysian Medical Association
president Dr Muruga Raj
‘Rajathurai hailed the decision,
saying that the ban on smoking
must now be enforced strictly.

“Smoking is a serious public
health concern as it not only
endangers the health of smokers
but also people in their presence
through second-hand and even
third-hand smoke,” he said when
contacted yesterday.

He hoped ‘the court’s ruling
would give greater impetus to the
authorities to strictly enforce the
ban.

“There are still some smokers
‘who openly flout the law in cer-
tain areas throughout the coun—
try,” he said.

On Tuesday, a three-judge pa.nel
of the Federal Court unanimously
dismissed a leave application by

Don't light up: The indoor smoking band still stands after the Federal.
Court threw out a case challenging the law. — K.T. GOH/The Star

seven smokers seeking to chal-

lenge the smoking ban at eateries,
The seven, who called them--

selves the Smokers Right Club,
werealso ordered to pay RM30,000
in costs to the government.

The group began their chal-
lenge to the smoking ban at all
eateries on Dec 31, 2018, a day
before its enforcement on Jan 1,
2019,

They argued that smoking is a

+ permissible activity allowed by

the Constitution and is not illegal.

On Nov 23 last year, a-three-
member Court of Appeal bench

upheld the ban, ruling that Smok- -

ing in public places is not a funda-
mental right protected under the
Federal Constitution.

Public health medicine spemal-
ist Datuk Dr Zainal Ariffin Omar

* said there should no lenger be

any doubt about the government's
legal mandate to enforce the ban

~“fairly and appropriately” follow'-

' ing the court’s ruling.
Under the ban, those found -

smoking or vaping in prohibited
areas may be issued a RM250
compound or face a RM10, 000
fine if taken to court.

‘Malaysian Muslim Restaurant
Owners Association (Presma)
president Datuk Jawahar Ali Taib
Khan also agreed with the court’s
decision.

“Restaurants and eateries are
a]soﬁamﬂygathmngp!aces, espe—
cially: during the weekends. The
ban will ensure parents and espe-
cially their young children are not
exposed to harmful cigarette
smoke,” he said, -

Although he agreed that
smokers who flout the law should
be fined, Jawahar said the minis-
fry should reconsider the penal-
ties imposed on eateries where
smokers are caught.

Restaurant operators who fail
to put up no-smoking signs risk a
fine not exceeding RM3,000 or jail
time of up to six months.

And restaurateurs who fail to
act against smokers on their
prerrﬁses risk a RM5,000 fine or a
year in jail. ‘

“There was an incident where I
called the authorities to report
several smokers smoking in a pro-
hibited area near my restau:rant,"
Jawahar said,

“I was shocked when lwas also
fined by the health officers who

SdeS%at it was the law.”
applm.ldmg the ruling was
Kuala Bumiputra
Traders and Hawkers Association
vice-president Datuk Muhammad
Baba Kutty.

He said the ban is not total, as
there are still designated areas
where smokers can light up.

“Singapore implemented a
similar ban and so far the people
have no issues with it. We should
he able to handle a smoking han
too,” he said.

Muhammad Baba said most
eatery operators have accepted
the ban since its implementation
in 2019.

Restaurant and Blstm Owners
Association vice-president Jeremy
Lim said the court made the right
decision,

“The ban is not encroaching on
people’s right to smoke and
smokers should respect people’s
right to eat at restaurants without
being bothered by cigarette
smoke,” he said.

Lim also suggested that the -
goyernment review the penalties
imposed on restaurant owners.

“Whenever a person decides to
violate the ban at a particular
eatery, both the consumer and
restaurant owner are penalised.

“The penalty can he detrimen-
tal for restaurant businesses and
the government should review
this aspect of the ban,” he said.




